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COVER: by Mark Nyhof 

SCREECH OWL AND DEER MOUSE 

The p h o t o g r a p h was t a k e n i n t h e woods b e s i d e Camosun 
C o l l e g e , o f f F o u l Bay Road, The owl i n q u e s t i o n , 
w h i c h has a l r e a d y appeared once on our c o v e r 
( J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y , 1979), was o b s e r v e d t h e r e by Mark 
Nyhof o v e r a number o f y e a r s ; a p a i r n e s t e d t h e r e 
f o r a t l e a s t f o u r summers, 1978-1981. They d i d n o t 
n e s t t h e r e t h i s y e a r , and i n f a c t none has been seen 
s i n c e t h i s s p r i n g , as f a r as we know. M o r e o v e r , t h e 
Cooper's Hawk o f t e n o b s e r v e d h e r e has been m i s s i n g 
of l a t e . 

Can this he connected with the controversial extension 
of the car park? 

SOCIETY LOGO 

We a r e w a n t i n g i d e a s f o r a LOGO f o r t h e VNHS. I t needs t o be s o m e t h i n g 
s i m p l e t h a t l e n d s i t s e l f t o o u t l i n e r e p r o d u c t i o n , p r e f e r a b l y i n two 
c o l o u r s . 
PLEASE have y o u r i d e a s i n t o e i t h e r Ed C o f f i n o r L y n d i s D a v i s , c/o t h e 
Box #, by December 3 1 s t , 1982. 
I f you want more i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t Ed o r L y n d i s . 
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1982 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Mark your c a l e n d a r ! T h i s y e a r ' s count w i l l take p l a c e on S a t u r d a y 
18 December: i f you would l i k e t o t a k e p a r t , p l e a s e come t o B i r d e r s ' 
N i g h t on Wednesday 24 November, o r c a l l M ike Shepard, 658-5850 o r 
(work) 388-4227, a f t e r 28 November. Everyone welcome. 

BIRDERS' NIGHT 

T h i s w i n t e r a programme of i n f o r m a l g a t h e r i n g s i s s c h e d u l e d . There w i l l 
be a m e e t i n g on the f o u r t h Wednesday of each month e x c e p t December; 
n a t u r a l i s t s a r e urged t o come and share t h e i r knowledge of B.C. b i r d s , 
and t o b r i n g a few s l i d e s . 

S p e c i a l p r e s e n t a t i o n s on b i r d - f e e d i n g and o p t i c a l equipment a r e b e i n g 
p r e p a r e d . 
Fo r m e e t i n g t i m e s and p l a c e s , p l e a s e c o n s u l t the Programme s e c t i o n o f 
the ' N a t u r a l i s t ' o r phone the Rare B i r d A l e r t , 478-8534. 

BLENKINSOP LAKE BIRD BLIND 

S i n c e r e thanks a r e due t o the team r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the b u i l d i n g o f the 
new b i r d b l i n d now i n p l a c e o v e r l o o k i n g B l e n k i n s o p Lake: the b u i l d e r s , 
l e d by R o l a n d I n g l i s , were C h a r l i e T r o t t e r , W i l f Medd, Dr. H a r o l d 
P o l l o c k , Doug Ross; and the p a i n t e r s , V e r a Guernsey, D o r o t h y McCann, 
M y r t l e Dyer and A l f P o r c h e r . 

We d e e p l y a p p r e c i a t e the g e n e r o s i t y o f Jane Seaborne, who funded the 
p r o j e c t as a memorial t o her l a t e husband Kenneth; a p l a q u e i s t o be 
p u t up i n commemoration. 

OX 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE YEAR 1931-82 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 20, 1982 

It is my duty to report to you on behalf of the Board of Directors on 
the various affairs of the Society: 

Membership: 
Our membership has remained v e r y s t a b l e ; the number of new members 

has r e p l a c e d the number who have r e s i g n e d . There are 436 memberships w i t h 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 600 i n d i v i d u a l members. The membership convenor, Jean 
Mclnnes, has w i t h d e d i c a t i o n c o l l e c t e d the f e e s , which i n v o l v e d a t t e n d i n g 
most meetings. 

V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t D i s t r i b u t i o n : 
Phoebe and W a l t e r W i l l i a m s o n have e f f i c i e n t l y managed the magazine 

d i s t r i b u t i o n . T h i s has i n v o l v e d c o l l a t i n g the m a i l i n g l i s t , d e l i v e r i n g 
the magazine to the m a i l e r s (Mrs. R i t a D i c k s o n ; Mrs. J.H. Doughty-Davies; 
Mrs. Gwen Hughes; Mrs. A l a n Gregory; M i s s B e t t y L o t h i a n ; Mrs. Dorothy 
McCann; and Mrs. W.G. H i l l ) ; a r r a n g i n g f o r e n c l o s u r e s , and p u r c h a s i n g 
stamps, t o g e t h e r w i t h the n e c e s s a r y bookkeeping. B e s i d e s those going to 
the members, c o p i e s were sent to seventeen i n s t i t u t i o n s , ten exchange 
c o p i e s went to o t h e r magazines or i n s t i t u t i o n s , and twenty-two f r e e 
c o p i e s to v a r i o u s n a t u r a l h i s t o r y s o c i e t i e s and o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Between 545 and 589 magazines were d i s t r i b u t e d . 

Programme: 
We have had a r i c h and v a r i e d programme, thanks t o the hard-working 

team on the Program Committee — C h a r l i e T r o t t e r and H a r r y Davidson. 
The a c t i v i t i e s have i n c l u d e d 15 b i r d i n g t r i p s , 9 botany, 2 geology, 
4 marine b i o l o g y , 1 mushroom, and 1 r e p t i l e f i e l d t r i p . B i r d e r s ' N i g h t s 
were o r g a n i z e d by Mike Shepard, and the s p r i n g botany n i g h t s o r g a n i z e d 
by Steve M i t c h e l l . Both the g e n e r a l meeting programmes and the f i e l d 
t r i p s have been e x c e l l e n t and w i t h t o p i c s of i n t e r e s t f o r a l l . 

J u n i o r N a t u r a l i s t s : 
The J u n i o r N a t u r a l i s t s , under the a b l e l e a d e r s h i p of Margaret 

Wainwright and M a r i l y n H e w g i l l , have had a v e r y f u l l and s u c c e s s f u l year. 
They had seventeen o u t i n g s . The attendance ranged from t h r e e c h i l d r e n on 
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one stormy day t o t w e n t y - f o u r p l u s p a r e n t s . P a r e n t s were a l o n g on a l l 
programmes making them f a m i l y e x p e d i t i o n s . The J u n i o r s a r e an i m p o r t a n t 
p a r t o f the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y because i t i s w i t h them 
t h a t the f u t u r e of the e n vironment l i e s . 

Audubon Committee: 
Under t h e a b l e d i r e c t i o n o f Anne Adamson, the Audubon Committee has 

had a n o t h e r s u c c e s s f u l programme and p r o f i t a b l e y e a r . The s i x programmes 
have been i n t e r e s t i n g and w e l l - a t t e n d e d ( w i t h t h r e e f u l l h o u s e s ) . 

S c h o l a r s h i p s : 
The S c h o l a r s h i p Committee under the d i r e c t i o n of Doug T u r n b u l l has 

s t u d i e d c a r e f u l l y the s c h o l a r s h i p s , and has b r o u g h t about t h e f o l l o w i n g 
changes: t h a t the FBCN would make the s e l e c t i o n and p r e s e n t a t i o n of the 
B a r b a r a Chapman Award but t h a t the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y would 
be the t r u s t e e of the Award; and t h a t we would i n c r e a s e the V i c t o r i a 
N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y S c h o l a r s h i p a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f V i c t o r i a t o 
$400.00. There have a l s o been awarded two b u r s a r i e s o f $400.00 (Samuel 
S i m c o ) , and one endowment s c h o l a r s h i p (Freeman K i n g ) of $650 a t t h i s 
u n i v e r s i t y . The r e c i p i e n t s of the awards were: V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
S o c i e t y - A n n e t t e Walker; Freeman K i n g - A r t h u r I a n Emtage; Samuel Simco 
B u r s a r i e s - C o l l e e n Bryden and S h e i l a g h P h i l l i p s . 

F e d e r a t i o n of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a N a t u r a l i s t s : 
Our d i r e c t o r s f o r the F e d e r a t i o n of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a N a t u r a l i s t s , 

Douglas T u r n b u l l , B i l l B a r k l e y , and W i n s t o n M a i r have r e p r e s e n t e d the 
S o c i e t y a t t h e m e e t i n g s . Douglas T u r n b u l l a t t e n d e d t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g 
a t Naramata. I n J u l y 1981, the Marmot Committee became p a r t o f the FBCN 
Endangered S p e c i e s Committee. Doug T u r n b u l l o r g a n i z e d the September 
m e e t i n g of the FBCN d i r e c t o r s i n V i c t o r i a . Our d i r e c t o r s have s e r v e d 
us a b l y and w e l l . 

Our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on the v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s ( G r e t a H u t c h i n g s 
w i t h the Board of t h e F r i e n d s of the B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a P r o v i n c i a l Museum; 
G i f f C a l v e r t w i t h the Swan Lake - C h r i s t m a s H i l l N a t ure C e n t r e and t h e 
C o l q u i t z L i n e a r P a r k Committee; G a i l M i t c h e l l , S t a n l e y L a s h , Roy 
W a i n w r i g h t , and G i f f C a l v e r t w i t h the F r a n c i s K i n g P a r k A d v i s o r y 
Committee) a t t e n d e d m eetings and p r e s e n t e d r e p o r t s t o the Board of 
D i r e c t o r s - a n d t h u s have s e r v e d us w e l l and a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d t o o t h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

A s t u d y i s now under way t o l o o k i n t o t h e p o s s i b l e p u b l i c a t i o n o f a 
new N a t u r a l i s t G u i de. T h i s p r o j e c t was i n i t i a t e d by Anne Knowles and 
r e s e a r c h e d by A l i c e E l s t o n . 
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C o n s e r v a t i o n Committee: 
The C o n s e r v a t i o n Committee under the d i r e c t i o n o f W i l f o r d Medd has 

been a c t i v e i n many a r e a s . The committee has s t u d i e d problems and p a s s e d 
on to our Board of D i r e c t o r s p r e c i s e and j u d i c i o u s recommendations on 
the f o l l o w i n g : R i t h e t ' s Bog, K i n g ' s Pond, Cowichan and M i l l s t r e a m 
E s t u a r i e s , Q u i c k ' s Bottom P a r k , and o t h e r s . 

L e t t e r s were s e n t c o n c e r n i n g the G a r r i s o n D i v e r s i o n and Raccoon Dogs 
on b e h a l f o f o u r s e l v e s and the C a n a d i a n N a t u r e F e d e r a t i o n . L e t t e r s were 
s e n t t o the P r o v i n c i a l Government c o n c e r n i n g l o g g i n g on Meares I s l a n d and 
the p u r c h a s e o f l a n d s r e q u i r e d f o r P a c i f i c Rim P a r k . P e r m i s s i o n has been 
r e c e i v e d from t h e S a a n i c h M u n i c i p a l i t y t o b u i l d a b i r d b l i n d a t B l e n k i n s o p 
Lake. F i e l d t r i p s t o s t u d y p o s s i b l e e c o l o g i c a l r e s e r v e s a t T r i a l I s l a n d 
and the W i l d f l o w e r Reserve a t S u t t o n Creek have been made by our members. 

L e t t e r s have been s e n t t o the v a r i o u s m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and the C a p i t a l 
R e g i o n a l D i s t r i c t u r g i n g them t o r e s e r v e l a n d f o r sewage p u r p o s e s . We 
were a l s o i n s t r u m e n t a l i n h a v i n g S a a n i c h pass a b y - l a w c o n t r o l l i n g dog 
f o u l i n g . H a r r y D a v i d s o n i s on the committee a r r a n g i n g c e l e b r a t i o n s f o r 
t h e 100th A n n i v e r s a r y o f Beacon H i l l P a r k . We hope to t a k e some r o l e i n 
t h e s e c e l e b r a t i o n s . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n P r o j e c t : 
Our C o n s e r v a t i o n P r o j e c t Committee under the d i r e c t i o n o f M i k e Shepard 

has made s e v e r a l g r a n t s : $2500 to W i t t y ' s Lagoon P a r k f o r s u p p o r t i n g a 
n a t u r a l i s t programme d u r i n g the summer o f 1981; $2000 t o F r a n c i s K i n g P a r k 
f o r n a t u r a l i s t s e r v i c e s ; $5000 to Swan Lake - C h r i s t m a s H i l l N a t u r e C e n t r e 
($2500 was f o r 1980-81) f o r s i t e development and m a intenance. Under the 
l e a d e r s h i p of C h a r l i e T r o t t e r the Committee b u i l t , p l a c e d , and a r e s u p e r 
v i s i n g 39 b l u e b i r d boxes i n the M e t c h o s i n and Sooke a r e a . C h a r l i e T r o t t e r 
b u i l t n i n e t e e n of t h e s e boxes h i m s e l f . 

We had a m emorial fund f o r S t u a r t R e i d d u r i n g t h e y e a r and we a g r e e d 
t o p a ss t h e s e monies on t o t h e F r i e n d s o f t h e P r o v i n c i a l Museum f o r use 
i n o b t a i n i n g o u t s i d e a r t w o r k f o r the A t l a s of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a V e r t e b r a t e s . 

The E d i t o r of the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t , M a r j o r i e E l s t o n , has w i t h 
g r e a t d e d i c a t i o n g i v e n us the p a s t s i x d e l i g h t f u l p u b l i c a t i o n s . I t i s n o t 
easy to get the a r t i c l e s and o t h e r i t e m s t o g e t h e r and t o meet p u b l i s h i n g 
d e a d l i n e s w h i c h she has been a b l e t o do. Many than k s to M a r j o r i e E l s t o n . 
The N a t u r a l i s t has now s i x t e e n pages and a p p r o x i m a t e l y 600 c o p i e s a r e 
p r i n t e d f o r each i s s u e . 

P u b l i c a t i o n s : 
B a r b a r a Whately took o v e r the s a l e o f p u b l i c a t i o n s f r o m M a r g a r e t 

C l o a k e i n J a n u a r y . 
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A n n u a l D i n n e r : 

T h i s a f f a i r was v e r y c a p a b l y convened by Mary Richmond. The t a l k 
by Y o r k e Edwards s e t a warm atmosphere, and the f r i e n d s h i p and e x c e l l e n t 
f o o d made i t a s o c i a l l y and f i n a n c i a l l y s u c c e s s f u l a f f a i r . 

F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t : 
From the F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t which was p r i n t e d i n the J u l y - A u g u s t 

i s s u e , you w i l l see t h a t our f i n a n e i a l a f f a i r s are i n good o r d e r . 

Other Acknowledgements: 
The Board of D i r e c t o r s e x t e n d s s i n c e r e thanks t o a l l members who 

have w i l l i n g l y g i v e n of t h e i r time and thoughts t o h e l p make our S o c i e t y 
f u n c t i o n so s u c c e s s f u l l y i n 1981-82. 

We would a l s o l i k e t o g i v e our warm thanks t o the r e t i r i n g D i r e c t o r s , 
Anne Knowles, and C h a r l i e T r o t t e r , f o r t h e i r time and d e d i c a t i o n . A l s o 
many thanks s p e c i a l l y t o G i f f C a l v e r t who a c t e d as p r e s i d e n t d u r i n g the 
p r e s i d e n t ' s absence and t o A l i c e E l s t o n f o r her d e d i c a t e d and consc i e n t i o u s 
work as s e c r e t a r y . 

Mary Lou E. Florian, 
President. 

BARBARA CHAPMAN AWARD 1982 
by Douglas Turnbull 

The B a r b a r a Chapman Award i s a p r i z e o f about one hundred d o l l a r s , 
g i v e n each y e a r t o an o u t s t a n d i n g young n a t u r a l i s t i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a 
chosen by the F e d e r a t i o n o f B.C. N a t u r a l i s t s f r o m n o m i n a t i o n s made by 
member c l u b s . The award i s s u p p o r t e d by a fund s u b s c r i b e d by f r i e n d s 
o f B a r b a r a Chapman and by the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , t h e 
t r u s t e e s . 

The 1982 award was made to Mark K. D a l y of N o r t h Vancouver, who chose 
a t r i p o d as h i s p r i z e . Mark, who i s now 17 y e a r s o l d , i s an e n t h u s i a s t i c 
b i r d e r and p h o t o g r a p h e r who has d i s c o v e r e d a number of b i r d s r a r e i n h i s 
a r e a such as B o b o l i n k , A l d e r F l y c a t c h e r and C h e s t n u t - c o l l a r e d Longspur. He 
keeps e x c e l l e n t f i e l d n o t e s and has s u b m i t t e d n o t e s and s k e t c h e s on twenty 
u n u s u a l b i r d s seen i n the Vancouver a r e a . He has a l s o s u b m i t t e d s e v e r a l 
p h o t o g r a p h s t o the B.C. Museum photo d u p l i c a t e f i l e . Mark r e g u l a r l y c o n t r i 
b u t e s t o a column on b i r d s i g h t i n g s and to t h e Vancouver a r e a s e a s o n a l 
r e p o r t s f o r A m e r i c a n B i r d s . He d e l i v e r s p apers b e f o r e s c h o o l and has used 
the s a v i n g s from h i s paper r o u t e to buy a s p o t t i n g scope and camera e q u i p 
ment. Mark i s an e x c e l l e n t s t u d e n t a t h i g h s c h o o l and i s h o p i n g t o s t u d y 
b i o l o g y a t u n i v e r s i t y . We a l l w i s h him s u c c e s s i n h i s b i r d i n g and i n h i s 
c a r e e r . 

THE CURLEW AND THE WHIMBREL 
35 

Said the whimbrel to the curlew: "Shall we play a little game 
To see if birders know that we're a l i k e but not the same? 
Let's each, in turn, 'go public' on the campus of U-Vic 
And when the f i r s t has been observed and tliey have made their pick 
In naming his identity, we'll do a moon-light switch 
And see if they continue to be certain which is which. 
Perhaps we'll fool the experts who believe they can define 
The features that d i s t i n g u i s h your identity from mine, 
For instance, curlew, if I may talk frankly of such things, 
That rather gaudy plumage that you wear beneath your wings ..." 

"It is a pity, whimbrel" said the curlew in reply 
"Your vision's so distorted by that line across your eye, 
But let us not be personal: I like your little plan, 
Although I'm sure our difference is obvious to Man. 
I have a shrewd suspicion that the thing you really crave is 
A little borrowed glory, since I am the rarer avis, 
But though you must admit it is unfitting and absurd 
That I should play the role of half a schizophrenic bird 
I ' l l join in this charade if I go f i r s t and we decide 
I'll be the feathered Dr. Jekyll, you the Mr. Hyde." 

The plot at first succeeded quite beyond the whimbrel's hopes: 
A bird was seen; the word was spread; binoculars and 'scopes 
Borne by alerted birders, thronged the academic purlieu 
Whereon, authentic beyond doubt, they saw a long-billed curlew ... 
Days passed; the birds remained, and then an o r n i t h o l o g i s t , 
Stopping to see this visitor he earlier had missed, 
Cried in a misremembered line: "Curlew thou never wert" 
And sent a message: "It's a whimbrel!" to the Bird Alert. 

But bird or man could not confuse that pool of expertise; 
The seeming contradiction it accounted for with ease 
And, armed with facts and photographs, it broadcast the s o l u t i o n : 
It was a rare but simple case of bird-brained substitution. 

But a l l were happy in the end: the curlew kept his pride, 
The whimbrel f e l t he'd still acquired some kudos on the side, 
The ornithologists had proved their powers of observation, 
The Bird Alert gained stature as a source of information, -
And only a few birders from that period in between 
Wondered ... was it the curlew or the whimbrel they had seen? 

J. P. H. 
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REVIEW BY REUBEN WARE 

Rare B i rds of the West Coast of North America by Don Roberson. 
Woodcock P u b l i c a t i o n s , P a c i f i c Grove, C a l i f o r n i a . 
Cos t : $ 25.00 U.S. 

Have you ever seen an u n u s u a l b i r d i n the f i e l d , but been s t y m i e d because 
i t d i d n o t f i t the d e s c r i p t i o n s i n the s t a n d a r d f i e l d g u i d e s ? Have you 
e v e r w i s h e d f o r a t h o r o u g h d i s c u s s i o n on f i e l d i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f C a l i d r i s 
s a n d p i p e r s o r Empidonax f l y c a t c h e r s ? Have you e v e r s e a r c h e d f i e l d g u i d e s 
and r e f e r e n c e works f o r the b i r d t h a t matches yo u r f i e l d n o t e s , o n l y to 
g i v e up because you e i t h e r c o u l d f i n d n o t h i n g or e l s e had not n o t e d the 
p a r t i c u l a r mark t h a t may have i d e n t i f i e d a r a r e b i r d ? I f s o , then Rare  
B i r d s of t h e West Coast w i l l be of i n t e r e s t t o you. 

Rare B i r d s o f f e r s a complete l i s t (up t o 1980) of a c c e p t e d r e c o r d s o f 
s t r a g g l e r s and a c c i d e n t a l s f o r A l a s k a , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , W a s h i n g t o n , 
Oregon, and C a l i f o r n i a . Each r e g i o n i s t r e a t e d as a s e p a r a t e e n t i t y so 
t h a t b i r d s t h a t a r e r a r i t i e s ( o c c u r r i n g l e s s than f o u r t i m e s a y e a r ) i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia a r e d i s c u s s e d , even though they may be commonplace i n 
C a l i f o r n i a ( f o r example, t h e W i l l e t ) . Each s p e c i e s a c c o u n t i n c l u d e s a 
n o t e on g e n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n , d e t a i l e d n o t e s on West Coast o c c u r r e n c e s , 
maps, graphs on s e a s o n a l s t a t u s , and a d i s c u s s i o n on i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , 
f i e l d marks, and s i m i l a r s p e c i e s . There a r e numerous b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e 
p h o t o g r a p h s , t e n c o l o u r p l a t e s by f i v e d i f f e r e n t a r t i s t s , and one p l a t e 
of c o l o u r p h o t o g r a p h s . The p l a t e s i l l u s t r a t e many s p e c i e s not found i n 
the s t a n d a r d g u i d e s , a l t h o u g h the q u a l i t y of the d r a w i n g s i s q u i t e 
v a r i a b l e . The a r t w o r k c o u l d have been g r e a t l y improved by p o r t r a y i n g 
the r a r i t i e s i n a more s y s t e m a t i c f a s h i o n , by showing d i f f e r e n t v i e w s , 
and by h a v i n g c l o s e - u p i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f n o t a b l e f i e l d marks. 

The h a l l m a r k of Rare B i r d s i s i t s s t r e s s on t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f p h o t o g r a p h i c 
r e c o r d s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h i s e r a when the s h o t g u n i s no l o n g e r an a c c e p t a b l e 
t o o l o f the o r n i t h o l o g i s t o r f i e l d n a t u r a l i s t . The e s s e n t i a l use o f 
p h o t o g r a p h i c d a t a was demonstrated here i n B.C. o v e r the p a s t two y e a r s . 
In 1981 t h e r e was the o u t b r e a k of " s t i n t f e v e r " a t Iona I s l a n d and t h e n 
t h e subsequent r e j e c t i o n of t h e s e s t i n t r e c o r d s by the r e g i o n a l e d i t o r s 
of A m e r i c a n B i r d s . 1982 saw a t u r n a b o u t and the v i n d i c a t i o n of Vancouver 
a r e a b i r d e r s as b o t h the Long-toed S t i n t and Temminck's S t i n t were 
s u c c e s s f u l l y photographed a t R e i f e l Refuge. A l t h o u g h many of the p h o t o 
graphs i n Rare B i r d s a r e of poor q u a l i t y , c a r e f u l s t u d y o f most w i l l r e v e a l 
s i g n i f i c a n t f i e l d marks. I t would have been u s e f u l t o c a p t i o n t h e s e 
m a r g i n a l p h o t o g r a p h s n o t i n g i d e n t i f i c a t i o n marks and o t h e r s a l i e n t p o i n t s . 
S t i l l , Rare B i r d s ' case f o r p h o t o g r a p h i c r e c o r d s i s w e l l made. 

* 1 
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A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e o f Rare B i r d s i s t h a t the s p e c i e s a c c o u n t s 
and t h e d i s c u s s i o n s of s i m i l a r s p e c i e s a r e based on r e c e n t advances i n 
f i e l d i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Indeed the book i s d e d i c a t e d t o two C a l i f o r n i a 
o b s e r v e r s who have been l e a d e r s i n p u s h i n g back t h e f r o n t i e r s of f i e l d 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Rare B i r d s i s a compendium o f the s t a t e o f t h e a r t — 
as i t e x i s t e d i n 1980. A l t h o u g h the s p e c i e s a c c o u n t s and c o m p a r a t i v e 
d i s c u s s i o n s a r e n o t e x h a u s t i v e and a t times seem to f a l l s h o r t , b i r d e r s 
w i l l f i n d them v e r y u s e f u l and n e c e s s a r y supplements t o t h e s t a n d a r d 
g u i d e s . An e x c e l l e n t b i b l i o g r a p h y w i l l t a k e the more s e r i o u s b i r d e r even 
f u r t h e r . H o p e f u l l y , f r e q u e n t use o f Rare B i r d s w i l l p r e p a r e b i r d e r s f o r 
u n u s u a l s i g h t i n g s , make them more c a r e f u l i n t h e i r o b s e r v a t i o n s o f more 
common s p e c i e s , and expand o u r knowledge of b i r d d i s t r i b u t i o n . So remember -
good b i r d i n g , have y o u r cameras a t the r e a d y , and l e t ' s see who w i l l f i n d 
B.C.'s f i r s t R e d - t h r o a t e d P i p i t . 

BIRD OBSERVATIONS 

AUGUST 

No. S p e c i e s Date A r e a Seen O b s e r v e r 

1 Barn Owl 8 Duncan K e i t h T a y l o r 
1 B a r r e d Owl 11 Piedmont D r i v e T & M Shepard 
1 Semipalmated S a n d p i p e r 14 M e t c h o s i n Lagoon K e i t h T a y l o r 
1 L e s s e r G o l d e n - P l o v e r 19 V i c t o r i a G o l f Course J & R S a t t e r f i e l d 
1 M a r b l e d Godwit 20 D i s c o v e r y I s l a n d T & M Shepard 
1 S t i l t S a n d p i p e r 21 M e t c h o s i n Lagoon K e i t h T a y l o r 
1 F r a n k l i n ' s G u l l 24 Ogden P o i n t K e i t h T a y l o r 
1 Bank Swallow 24 Q u i c k ' s Bottom J & R S a t t e r f i e l d 
1 L o n g - b i l l e d C u r l e w 27 U V i c Campus J.B. Tatum 
1 L i t t l e G u l l 29 M e t c h o s i n Lagoon K e i t h T a y l o r 
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SEPTEMBER 

No. Sp e c i e s Date Area Seen Observer 
1 L o n g - t a i l e d Jaeger 2 Esquimalt Lagoon J & R S a t t e r f i e l d 
1 Say's Phoebe 2 Gonzales P o i n t J & R S a t t e r f i e l d 
1 Hutton's V i r e o 12 Metchosin Lagoon Dave S t i r l i n g 
1 Red Knot 13 Oak Bay Beach K e i t h T a y l o r 
1 W h i t e - t h r o a t e d Sparrow 18 517 W i t t y Beach Rd. M & V G o o d w i l l 
1 Long-toed S t i n t 19 Cordova S p i t Bob Hay & 

K e i t h T a y l o r 
5 Sooty Shearwaters 20 T r i a l I s l a n d a rea M. Shepard 
1 Rough-legged Hawk 22 Mount Douglas John P r a t t 
6 Western B l u e b i r d s 22 Dupree D r i v e L e i l a R o b e r t s 
1 B l a c k - b i l l e d Magpie 25/ Long Harbour Dave F r a s e r 
1 Pomarine Jaeger 26 Race Rocks a r e a K e i t h T a y l o r 
1 D i c k c i s s e l 26 1456 C o u r t l a n d Ave. Tim Zurowski 
1 Long-toed S t i n t 27 

i 

Saanichton S p i t Bob Hay & 
K e i t h T a y l o r 

A B r i s t l e - t h i g h e d Curlew was seen and photographed at Cox Bay, near T o f i n o , 
on 1 September 1982 by Ralph F r y e r . T h i s appears to be the second r e c o r d 
f o r B r i t i s h Columbia and Canada. 

Three Black-capped Chickadees were seen at Mesachie Lake Research F o r e s t on 
26 September by Dave F r a s e r : t h i s i s o n l y the second r e c o r d f o r Vancouver 
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JUNIOR NATURALISTS 

PROGRAMME 

NOVEMBER 6 Day t r i p t o R e i f e l Refuge n e a r L a d n e r t o see 
the f a l l - w i n t e r b i r d s , i n c l u d i n g t h e f l o c k s 
o f Snow Geese. 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l be a r r a n g e d so t h a t we 
can b o a r d the f e r r y on f o o t and be met a t 
Tsawwassen. Meet a b o a r d the 9:00 A.M. f e r r y . 
B r i n g l u n c h and b i n o c u l a r s i f you have them. 

NOVEMBER 20 Bone D e t e c t i v e s ! M y s t e r y Skeletons.' 
A programme i n the P r o v i n c i a l Museum w i t h 
R i c k K o o l o f t h e E d u c a t i o n Dept. 
10:00 - 12:00. Meet a t t h e Museum e n t r a n c e 
a t 10:00. 

DECEMBER 4 N a t i o n a l F i l m Board f i l m s r e l a t i n g t o t h e 
n a t u r a l w o r l d and o u t d o o r e x p e r i e n c e s . 
10:00 - 12:00. Meet a t 3250 E x e t e r Road. 

PLEASE PAY YOUR 1982-83 FEES, IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO, TO THE 
VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY, AT P.O. BOX 1747, VICTORIA, B.C., 
V8W 2Y1. 

JUNIORS: $2.50 FAMILY: $14.00 

A REMINDER: Wear o r b r i n g i n a l i g h t pack s u i t a b l e c l o t h i n g t o a l l 
o u t i n g s , i n c l u d i n g a warm sw e a t e r and r a i n j a c k e t o r 
a l i n e d j a c k e t . 

I f y o u w i s h any i n f o r m a t i o n , o r a r e a new member, p l e a s e c a l l me o r my new 
p a r t n e r : 

MARGARET WAINWRIGHT 592-1310 
M0RWYN MARSHALL 384-1961 
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PROGRAMME 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

PLEASE NOTE: Changes or cancellations are sometimes necessary. These 
are announced, along with further information about the 
outings or club a c t i v i t i e s , on the Bird Alert, phone 
478-8534. You will hear a tape about recent bird 
observations; any announcements will be toward the end 
of the tape. 

SAT. NOV. 6 Q u i c k ' s Bottom I n s e c t s . J ^ - %'~J Q $ 
L e a d e r : Rob Canni n g s . 
Meet M a y f a i r Lanes, 10:00 a.m. 

TUES. NOV. 9 G e n e r a l M e e t i n g — Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m of t h e P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum a t 8:00 p.m. 
Speak e r s : Wayne Campbell and D a v i d S t i r l i n g . 
T o p i c : W i l d L i f e A t l a s e s and N a t u r a l i s t s . 

THURS. NOV.18 
T h e t i s P a r k S a n c t u a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m , 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum, 8:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Mary Winstone. 
T o p i c : F i l m e n t i t l e d , "Overview of C h i n a " . 

T r i p t o Dungeness S p i t . Leave 9:30 a.m., Nov. 20 on f e r r y 
to P o r t A n g e l e s f o r o v e r n i g h t s t o p . R e t u r n 2:00 p.m. f e r r y 
on November 2 1 s t . P l a n s a r e under way t o v i s i t some o f t h e 
s i g h t s i n t h i s a r e a as w e l l as b i r d i n g on t h e Dungeness S p i t . 
I n d i v i d u a l s p a r t i c i p a t i n g a r e r e q u e s t e d t o make t h e i r own 
arrangements f o r accommodation. Leader w i l l be announced 
l a t e r . F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e from e i t h e r L y n d i s 
D a v i s (592-1341) o r A l i c e E l s t o n (592-1400). We would 
l i k e t o form c a r p o o l s , i f p o s s i b l e . 

Audubon F i l m : T h i s e a r t h , t h i s r e a l m , t h i s E n g l a n d -
by C.F. (Chess) Lyons. Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m , P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum, 8:00 p.m. 

SAT. NOV. 20 
& 

SUN. NOV. 21 

FRI. NOV. 26 
& 

SAT. NOV. 27 
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SAT. DEC. 4 B i r d i n g a t B l u e Heron B a s i n , S i d n e y . 
L e a d e r : H a r r y D a v i d s o n . 
Meet M a y f a i r Lanes a t 9:00 a.m. 

TUES. DEC. 7 G e n e r a l M e e t i n g — Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m of the 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum a t 8:00 p.m. 
Speaker: H e l e n V i e s e r . 

T o p i c : C o l o u r F i l m s "The Underwater E x p e r i e n c e " 

SAT. DEC. 11 Pre-Count f o r Audubon C h r i s t m a s B i r d Count. 
SAT. DEC. 18 C h r i s t m a s B i r d Count. 

P o s t - C o u n t P a r t y and R e p o r t i n g a t S t . Luke's 
P a r i s h H a l l . 
Time and c o s t t o be announced l a t e r . 

MAYFAIR LANES is at the corner of Oak and Roderick, by Bowling Alley. 

ALWAYS take a lunch, and i f wet, gumboots or strong shoes. 

FINAL DEADLINE for submissions to the Magazine for the January/February 
issue is 36 Npvm&SB^mtT Articloo- .and fiold trip<CEpa^a^^im, 
always^ badly needed. 


